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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM, 
1660-1822. 

By D. HASTINGS-IRWIN, 

THE study of old uniform is so interesting, and throws so much 
light upon regimental tradition .and esprit de cgrps, that it is a matter 
of deep regret that we have no national collection of military relics 
in this country. 

When the Board of General Officers “appointed to inspect and 
regulate the clothing of the army ” was instituted by Royal \17arrant 
on January 14th, 1708, all sealed patterns of clothing were stored in 
their office in Tooley Street. About forty years after, a fire occurred 
which practically destroyed the building and its contents. 

A second collection was made in the Tower of London, but again 
it was swept out of existence by fire, in 1841. 

I believe that I am correct in stating that the Royal Army Cloth- 
ing Factory in Pimlico can produce no specimens of uniform of an 
earlier date than 1860. 

Beyond the old uniforms still in private hands, and the few in 
the Museum of the Royal United Service Institution and other 
museums in this country, we have nothing to compare with the splendid 
collections to be Seen in Berlin and Paris. I t  is, indeed, a strange 
fact that the oldest examples of British uniform that I have so far 
comc across are preserved in the Zeughaus in Berlin ! under Govern- 
ment control. What  few collections we have here are entirely due 
to private enterprise. 

i t  n-ould, in my opinion, bc a hopeless task to attempt to write a 
complete history of the uniforms of the Eritish Army, as so few details 
of the various changes in cut, lace, etc., are available. Before 1742 a 
generalization is all that can be attempted. 

The  student can consult the Clothing Warrants of 1743, 1746, 
17j1, 175.6, 176S, and 1784, and the General Orders of 1764, 1796, 
1797, 1800, and I S I I ,  but, although these lay down the rules in a 
general way, they do not go very far into detail. A fair amount of 
information is also derivable from a perusal of the Inspection Returns 
of Regiments, kept in the Public Record Office; but this entails going 
through a vast amount of chaff before even a few grains can be 
abstracted. 

The student has therefore mainly to trust to  old military prints 
and portraits; but these are in many instances not too reliable, as 
they so often suffer from artistic licence ” ; and the details are difficult 
10 decipher. 

The  late Colonel Clifford-Walton, C.B., in his I ‘  History of the 
British Standing Army, from I G G o - I ~ O O , ”  went very carefully through 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 64 

most of the records bearing in any way on the uniform of that period, 
and 1 have in some instances quoted from his notes. 

Possibly the most reliable sources of information are the old 
manuscript book of, 1742 in the King’s Library in the British hluseum ; 
that of 1768 preserved in the Prince Consort’s Library at Aldershot; 
the book published by Colonel Hamilton-Smith in 1815; and the 
collection of pictures, by David hIorier and Dubois Drahonet, in 
Windsor Castle, showing the uniforms of 17 j 1  and IS& respectively. 
In addition may be mentioned the series of plates published by Dayes, 
in 1792, those of Ackerman from  IS^-1860 and Martens from rS49- 
1853, all of which give much valuable information of the uniforms 
of their respective periods. 

From the time of the inauguration of a standing army after the 
Restoration, the colonels had a very free hand in the clothing of 
their regiments. .They practically carried out their own ideas, with- 
out much supervision or restriction, and very few records of their 
idiosyncrasies exist. Indeed, to such an extent had this practice grown, 
that in 1743.m order was issued that in future “No colonel is to 
put his arms, crest, device, or livery, on any part of the appointments 
of his regiment.” Letters exist in the Public Record Office 
showing that between 1715 and 1742 the colonels were occasionally 
ordered to show the various uniforms “ on the men’s backs ” before 
the Board of General Officers before mentioned, and the variety then 
displayed probably gave rise to the above order. 

Up to the year 1S22 (when the Dress Regulations in their present 
form were first published) the method of procedure, when any change 
in uniform was made, was to have a sample submitted to the Board 
of General Officers of the Clothing Baird, and, if approved, sealed 
and lodged at  Spring Gardens, or Tooley Street, as the case might 
be. The colonel of the regiment concerned was then informed that 
such an article had been approved, and he was told to call and inspect 
it, and to see that it was carried out and adopted in his regiment as 
soon as possible. 

The adoption of red coats for soldiers came in with the Restora- 
tion, but it was not until 1698 that it was ordained that “ n o  liveries 
of scarlet or red cloth should be worn except by His hlajesty’s servants 
and guards ” (Le., soldiers). Even then its use in the army was 
not general, as some regiments continued to wear blue, and others 
grey, caits. It may incidentally be mentioned that when the private 
soldiers wore red coats the officers always wore scarlet. This was 
so until 1871, when “ red-brick ” was altered to scarlet for the men, 
since when both officers and men have worn the same colour. 

The coats worn in 16go were collarless, with full skirts coming 
nearly down to the knee, and worn loose, and‘open in front. By the 
end of the century the skirts were worn much below the knee, with the 
corners of each skirt buttoned back to a single button. In inclement 
weather they were unlooped so as to provide the protection of a full 
skirt. 

The coats of the cavalry were of similar shape, but were fuller 
in the skirts. 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTIOS OF UNIFORM 

From the commencement of the reign of James I. the coats mere 
worn buttoned dou7n the front; and towards the cfose of the reign 
of William 111. they were morn open at the top, so as to show the 
waistcoat and cravat. 

The  colour of the linings and facings was left to the discretion 
cf the colonel, and it is recorded of Lord Chesterfield that, when he 
raised a regiment in 1667, he gave them black linings to their coats, 
and also black flags, “.because I was at that time in mourning for 
my mother I ”  

The  drummers’ coats, excepting in Royal regiments, were of the 
colour of the regimental facing, with red facings ; and the Grenadiers’ 
coats were ornamented with loops of worsted lace, with tufts at the 
outer ends. 

In  1686 a fatigue, or undress, coat of grey cloth or frieze wqs 
authorized, and this may possibly have given rise to the statement 
of some authors that grey was the regulation colour of the soldiers’ 
full-dress coats. 

It is almost impossible to give with any degree of accuracy all 
the details of the uniforms of this period. I t  is, however, recorded 
that, in 1G68, the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Guards \yore red coats 
with light-blue and green facings respectively ; while the piliemen, 
who formed one-third of the total number of men in the regiments, 
wore coats of a silver colour, turned u p  with light-blue, in the 1st 
Regiment, and  green coats faced with red, in the 2nd. 

At the same time the King’s Trpop of Lifeguards wore red coats 
with blue facings, richly ornamented with gold lace, and with white 
feathers in their hats. 

The second troop wore similar coats and facings, but without 
lace, and hats with white feathers; while the third troop mere simi- 
larly dressed, but wore a crimson ribbon in their hats. 

In 1684 captains of infantry were ordered to meartcorselets (or 
gorgets) “ of no other than gold colour ”; lieuthants to have black 
corselets studded with gold, and to carry pikes instead of partizans; 
while ensigns were to wear corselets of silver; and officers and soldiers 
were prohibited from carrying a “ dagger or bayonett ” when off 
duty. 

It is almost certain that at this period, and until 1742, all cavalry 
wore breast- and back-plates, and pikemen also wore cuirasses and 
steel helmets, or “potts,” and carried pikes 16 feet long, eight to 
each company ; each regiment having thirteen companies. The  “ pott ” 
was a low-crowned iron helmet with a brim, either bright or painted 
black; the officers wearing plumes. The  infantry soldier as a general 
rule wore red or  yellow breeches, and white or  grey worsted stockings 
and shoes. 

A pamphlet by Nathan Brook, preserved in the Guildhall Library, 
gives some details of the uniform worn by a number of regiments in 

‘‘ The King’s Own Troop of Horse-Guards.-Distinguished by 
their carbine-belts of velvet laced with gold and silver: by their 

65 

1684, as  follows :- - 
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GG KOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 

red hooses and holster-caps embroidered with the Royal cypher and 
crown: coated and cloathed in scarlet lined with blew. The Grena- 
diers of this troop -have blew loops, tufted with yellow, upon red 
coats lined blew, with Grenadeer caps lined the same, and a blew 
round mark on the outside : armed with bayonets and harquebuzes. 

‘ I  Queen’s Troop of His Majesty’s Horse-Guards.-Distinguished 
.by carbine-belts of green velvet, laced with gold; green hooses 
and  holster-caps, embroidered with the same cypher and crown : coated 
a n d  cloaked as the King’s. 

“ T h e  Grenadeers, clad and armed as the King’s, different by 
green loops with yellow tufts upon the coats. 

The Dvhe’s Troop of Horse-Guards and Grenadee7s.-Differ 
from the Queen’s by their carbine-belts laced with silver upon yellow 
velvet : hooses and holster-caps embroidered upon yellow, with the 
same cypher and crown as the King’s. The Grenadeers clad as the 
King’s, different by their coat-loops of yellow upon their breasts. 

Royal Regiment of Horse-Guards.-Distinguished by their 
carbine-belts laced with gold upon buff, with a red edging: hooses 
and holster-caps with the Royal cypher embroidered upon blew : 
coated and cloaked blew: lined red. 

‘‘ King’s Own Royal Regiment of Dragoons.-Armed with 
muskets and bayonets, coated and cloaked red, lined blew. Hooses 
embroidered with blew and yellow upon red, with the Royal cypher. 
Caps the same with Royal cypher. 

“Royal Regiment of Foof-Guards and Grenadee.rs.-Distin- 
guished by red coats, lined blew, blew stockings, blew breeches, and 
white sashes with blew fringe. A company of Grenadeers armed with 
muskets and bayonets, without swords. Upon caps, lined blew, 
tufted blew and red, their Grenadeers bear the Royal cypher crowned. 

‘ I  ColeStream Regintent of Foof-Guards.-Red coats lined green ; 
red stockings and red breeches; and white sashes fringed green. 
Grenadeer caps lined green, with green tassels. 

“Royal Regiment of Foot and Gr‘enadeers (now 1st Foot).-Red 
coats lined white; sashes white, with a white fringe. Breeches and 
stockings light-grey. Grenadeer caps lined white ; the lion’s face 
proper, crowned. 

“ The Holland Regiment of Foot (now 3rd Foot).-Twelve com- 
panies, without Grenadeers, clothed red, lined with a flesh-colour. 

“His Royal Highness the Duke of York-and Albany’s Maritime 
Regiment of Foot.-The Admiral’s Regiment ; twelve companies, 
without Grenadeers ; coated yellow, lined red.” 

‘I Hooses,” so frequently mentioned above, evidently means 
“ Housings,” or saddle-cloths. 

In the Library of the British Museum, there is a book by Sand- 
ford giving an account of the Coronation of James I., which 
cbntains many useful details of the uniform worn in 1687. The 
following is a verbatim quotation :- 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFoRSf 67 

'' 1st Troop of His  Alajesty's Horse-Guards : Officers.- 
" Coats : Of crimson velvet embroidered with gold or silver; or 

of fine scarlet cloth embroidered or laced with gold or silver, or both 
intermised. 

"Scarf: Round the waist, either of gold or silver network, or 
crimson taffata, richly fringed with gold or silver on the edges, and 
with a deep fringe of the same at  the ends. 

"Cloaks: Of fine scarlet cloth embroidered on the capes, and 
down before with gold or silver, or both intermixed. 

" Hat : With tours of white feathers. 
" Houses and Holster-Caps : Of crimson velvet richly embroidered 

with gold and silver, and the manes, cruppers and tayles of the horses 
garnished with large knots of blew taEata ribband. 

" The Gentlemen of the Troop; 200 in number.- 
" Coats and Cloaks : Of scarlet cloth lined with blew chalon; 

facings of their sleeves of the same stuff, laced about with a figured 
galoon of silver (edged with gold) two inches broad. 

" Buttons : Silver plate. Each had a good buff coat, and a large 
pair of gauntlet-gloves of the same. 

" Hats : Their hats which were black, and turned up on one side, 
were edged with a broad silver lace. They wore large blew knots 
of broad taffata ribband. The heads of their horses were adorned 
with knots of the like ribband. 

" Houses and Holster-Caps : Of scarlet cloth, embroidered with 
the King's cypher and crown, within a border of foilage. 

"Arms: A broad-sword, and large buff shoulder-belt, a case of 
pistols; a carbine, with a carbine-belt of blew velvet five inches broad, 
bordered with figured silver galoon (edged with a narrow gold lace) 
in brydth two inches, so that not above one inch in breadth of the 
velvet appeared. 

" 1st Troop of Horse-G7eitadiers.-Officers : Dressed as the 1st 
Troop of Horse-Guards. 

" T h e  Grenadiers, 50 in number.- 
" Coats: Of fine red cloth, lined and faced with blew chalon, 

and buttoned with white metal hatched with silver. On the breast, 
arms, and facings of the sleeves they wore large loops of fine blew 
worsted, edged and tufted with black and white. 

"Hats (Caps): The crown of their caps was raised high, to 
point, falling back at the top in form of a capouch, which were turned 
up before and behind, triangular, and faced with blew plush, and 
on the back of the crown was a roundel, or grenada-ball also of the 
same. 

"Cloaks: Of fine red cloth, lined with blew. 
" Hats: Black, and laced about with silver; were buttoned up 

and adorned with knots of blew taffata ribband, as were the heads of 
their horses. 

" Holster-Caps and Houses : Scallopt on the edges, of red cloth, 
embroidered with the Royal cypher and crown, and bordered with 
foliage. 

E 2  
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68 XOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORJI 

'' Arms : X long carbine, strapped ; a good sword, with a waste 
buff-belt ; a case of pistols ; cartouch-bos, bucket, bionet ; and grenada- 
pouch. 

-' 2nd Troop of Horse-GziarJs.-Oficers : Same as the ist Troop; 
escept the housings and holster-caps and ribbons on hats, horses, etc., 
which were green instead of blew. 

" Men: AS 1st Troop, escept that the hat lace and sleeve-facings 
and carbine-belts were gold edged with silver; and in the colour of 
their hat-ribbon and horse's heads which were green, as also were 
their houses, holster-caps and carbine-belts. The King's cypher on 
the houses and holster-caps being within a border of the Royal badges. 

" 2nd Troop of Horse-Grenadiers.-Officers : As 2nd Troop of 
Horse-Guards, but with green velvet housings and holster-caps ; and 
green taffata ribbons. 

Greizndiets; Go in number.-Clothed as the zrid Troop of Horse- 
Guards, but with houses and holster-caps, l inings and worsted loops. 

Gilt buttons on the hats, 
edged with gold lace, and with large knots of green taffata ribband. 
Horse's heads garnished with the same. 

3rd Troop of Horse-Guards.-Officers : Clothed as 1st Troop, 
from whom they only differed in the colours of houses and halster- 
caps, which were of yellow velvet, and horse garnishings which were 
yellow taffata ribband. 

" Gentlenten; 200 in number.-Same as 1st and 2nd Troops of 
HorEe-Guards, but differing from both in the lace of their hats, of their 
sleeve-facings, and of their carbine-belts which were of silver ; and i n  
the colour of the ribbons in their hats and horse-heads which were 
yellow, as were also the cloth of their housings and holster-caps, and 
the velvet facings of their carbine-belts. 

" 3rd Troop of. Horse-Grenadiers.-Officers : As 3rd Troop of 
Horse-Guards with yellow velvet, and ribbons of same colour. 

" Grei~adiers; 60 in number.-In all cases as 1st and 2nd Troops 
of Grenadiers, but differing from both in the colour of houses, holster- 
caps, linings, facings and loops, all of which were yellow, only the  
loops edged and tufted with black and white, as 1st and 2nd were. 

" Buttons : White-metal hatched with silver like 1st Troop, but 
with yellow ribbons. 

" 1st Foot-Gziards.-Officers : Coats of cloth of gold, or crimson 
velvet embroidered or laced with gold or silver, but most of them in 
fine scarlet cloth buttoned down the brest, and over the facing of the 
sleeve with silver plate. 

"Scarf: Round the tvaiste, either network of gold or silver, or  
crimson taffata richly fringed with gold or silver. 

' I  Hats : With tours of white feathers. 
" Corslets : Captains' corslets or gorgets of silver plate, double- 

gilt ; lieutenants, polished steel sanguined, and studded with nails of 
gold. 

" Caps: Faced with green plush. 

Ensign's corslet of silver plate. 
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69 NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORJI 

“ Privates : Coats of red broad-cloth, lined and faced with blew, 
‘‘ Hats : *Black, laced with silver, turned up and garnished with 

‘ I  Breeches : Blew broad-cloth. Stockings : Blew worsted. 
“ Il~z~sqz~etiers.-~rmed with snaphaunce musquets, with san- 

guined barrels 3 feet 8 inches long ; swords in waist-belts, and collar of 
handoliers. Pilzeiizeit : Armed with pikes, 16 feet long, each headed 
with a three-square point of steel, and good swords in broad shoulder- 
belts ; wearing also in their waistes, sashes or  scarves of white worsted, 
fringed with blpv. 

I ‘  Gre~tndisrs.-The two companies of Grenadiers clothed as mus- 
quiteers, but distinguished by caps of red cloth, lined with blew 
shaloon, and laced with silver galoon about the edges, and on the 
frontlets of the caps [which are very high and large), embroidered 
with the King’s cypher and crown. Each of the Grenadiers armed 
with a long carbine, strapped, and barrel 3 feet 2 inches long; a 
cartouch-box, bionet, granada-box (pouch) and a hammer-hatchet. 

“ ind Iiegiinent of Foot-Guards.-Coldstream : Officers : The 
officers had gold lace and fringe, and buttons of gold thread, instead 
of silver,, like the 1st Regiment. 

“.Men: T h e  men were also dressed as Ist, except that they had 
red breeches and stockings. Also their hats were black, turned up 
and laced with gold galoon, in which they wore red ribbands, and 
the sashes of the pikemcn were white worsted, fringed at sides and 
ends with red. 

“ Greiindiers.-The Grenadiers had caps lined and faced with blue 
chalon, and laced with gold galoon, and embroidered in front with 
the King’s cypher.” 

It mill be seen from the above that at this period officers were 
not much troubled by dress regulations; but were left a pretty free 
hand with their uniform. 

In 1688 the musquet-barrels were ordered to be 4 feet long; and 
“ t h e  weight of the balls was 1/14 of a pound.” 

In December, 1695, caps, presumably of the grenadier type, were 
ordered to be worn by the regiment of Royal Fusiliers, the Scots 
Fusiliers, and by the grenadiers of each respective regiment. Captains 
of foot were ordered when on duty to  carry a pike; lieutenants, a 
partizan ; and ensigns a half-pike, when not carrying the Colours. 

Grenadier companies were first added to infantry regiments in 
1678, and continued until flank companies were done away with in 
1861. Originally their duty was to attack the eneniy with hand- 
Trenades, but this method was discontinued about the middle of the 
t. eighteenth century. I t  is a curious fact that after being in abeyance 
so long, it should have been revived in the great European War 
of 1914-15 ! When the- grenade was abolished the “ grenadier com- 
pany ” simply became the company of the tallest men in the regiment, 
but they always wore a distinctive uniform. 

At first they had high fur-caps, and until 1768 they wore cloth 
mitre-caps as  mentioned above, and which varied from time to time 

blew ribband. 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 70 

in the ornamentation of the front. Officers of the grenadier com- 
pany wore velvet caps, which were more highly ornamented with 
gold and  silver thread than those of the men. There is a fine speci- 
men of one belonging to the 6 j th  Regiment in the South Kensington 
RIuseum. In 1568 the embroidered caps were replaced by fur-caps, 
which continued until r h  when shakos were adopted by all the 
companies of the regiment. The officers also carried light fusils 
(or short muskets) until they were abolished in 1792, and until 1684 
lieutenants of the company carried partizans. The men also carried 
bayonets and short swords, and their coats were looped with braid. 
The  match-case was retained as an ornament on the men’s cross-belts 
until 1784, when it finally disappeared. 

T h e  following may be taken as a general description of an  infantry 
officer’s uniform about 17oo:--Coat, of scarlet cloth, square cut, with 
very wide skirts; and large pockets, and  reaching down to the 
knee; faced with the regimental colour. Hut, black felt, broad 
brimmed, turned up at both sides, and ornamented with white feathers. 
Wig, full flowing. Waistcoat, long flapped, with large pockets, 
generally of red cloth. Breeches, red or blue, according to regiment, 
and tied below the knee. Stockings, white, drawn up to the middle 
of the thigh, with black leather garters below the knee. SAoos, black. 
Cravat, of white net, with lace ends. Sash, crimson silk, worn over 
the left shoulder. Swoid, slung over the right shoulder by means of 
a richly embroidered shoulder-belt, or baldrick., 

In the County Hotel in Carlisle there are two life-size wooden 
figures of grenadiers of the 2nd Foot, which show very clearly the 
uniform worn about 1720, and which, as far as I know, are about 
the only evidence that we have. T h e  coat is, as usual, collarless, 
and is lapelled to the waist with the colour of the regimental facing, 
and has deep slit cuffs of the same colour. The  coat is edged all 
round with white braid 4 inch wide. On each lappet are sis buttons 
at the end of white tape loops 2* inches long, arranged two and two. 
The  pockets are 12 inches wide by 10 inches deep, with pointed 
bottoms, and edged all round with regimental braid. There are two 
pairs of. loops and buttons on either side of the front of the coat 
below the lapels, the lowest being about G inches below the waistbelt. 

The  cap has a red front, with flap of regimental colour, with 
the regimental crest and motto. White stockings were worn, fastened 
below the knee, and with the tops rolled over. 

A broad buff leather waistbelt is worn; and a buff leather pouch 
about 12 inches square is carried on the right side suspended by a 
narrow belt over the left shoulder. A long white neck-cloth is worn, 
and the arms consist of a fusil, bayonet, and short sword. 

In  1727 a regiment consisted of eight companies of 31 men each 
and two of 30 men each; or  a total strength of 394 officers, N.C.O.’S and 
men. 

From this time onwards, till 1742, it is almost impossible to discover 
reliable details of the uniform worn; then we have recourse to the 
manuscript book kept in the King’s Library in the British hluseum, 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 7’ 
and entitled “ Representation of the Clothing of His Majesty’s House- 
hold; and of all the Forces.” It clearly shows the uniforms of all 
the cavalry and infantry regiments then existing, as well as those of 
the ten regiments of Marines. All, excepting the rSth, gznd, 38t11, 
qznd, and 46th Regiments are shown with long, full-skirted red coats, 
reaching just below the knee, and with lapels, cuffs, and turn-backs 
of the colour of the regimental facings. The five regiments above 
mentioned have no lappels on their coats; and the 42nd have a short 
red jacket instead of a coat, and a kilt. Most of the infantry 
regiments arc distinguished by special braid, and the arrangement of 
the buttons and loops on the lapels. 

The Cavalry wore red coats, with long skirts, buttoned back; and 
with narrow white, or yellow loops and buttons down the front. 

The Horse Guards wore blue coats. With the exception of the 
two troops of Horse Grenadiers, and the North British Dragoons, who 
wore embroidered mitre-caps, all the Cavalry wore black three-cornered 
hats. 

The Clothing Warrant of 1743 ordered the coats of the Dragoon 
Guards to have lapels to the waist; th,ose of the Horse to be lapelled 
to the bottom; while the Dragoons were to have no lapels. Their 
coats were to be double-breasted; and all were to have facings and 
linings of the regimental colours. All the cavalry, with the exception 
of the Scots Greys wore black, three-cornered hats, edged with yellow 
or white lace, and a black cockade. 

The Scots Greys wore grenadier caps with blue cloth embroidered 
fronts. 

The officers’ uniforms were trininied with gold or silver lace, in 
the same way as the men’s were with cotton braid, and they wore crim- 
son silk sashes over the left shoulder. Infantry officers, on the other 
hand, were ordered to wear their silk saslies over the right shoulder. 

Nothing is said in this Warrant as to the details of the infantry 
uniform, but it probably did not differ much from that of 1742. 
The long red coat was now buttoned back, showing the 
l ining of the skirts, and the bottom of the long waistcoat; and long 
white gaiters coming well up the thigh and gartered below the knee 
were worn, with black shoes. A broad buff leather belt, supporting 
a large black leather pouch was worn over the left shoulder, and a 
wide waistbelt carried the sword and bayonet. The majority of the 
regiments .more red waistcoats ; while others had green or yellow. 

The breeches were, as a general rule, red, but some regiments 
wore them of blue cloth. 

With the exception of the 7th, zIst, 23rd, and 4and Regiments 
all infantry wore the black three-cornered hat, with a black cockade; 
and laced either with yellow or white braid. The 7th, 21st, and 
23rd wore embroidered grenadier caps, and the 42nd, a flat-topped 
Scotch cap. 

Towards the end of the seventeenth century the low-crowned, 
broad-brimmed black felt hat, worn hitherto by the infantry, under- 
went a change. Both sides were looped up, and continued so until  

A long white neck-cloth completed the costume. 
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72 XOTES ON TIIE EVOLUTION OF UXIFORJI 

when, a fern years later, the back was also turned up, the three- 
cornered hat mentioned above was established. 

According to the 1743 Clothing Warrant, the grenadiers of 
Highland Regiments were allowed ” to wear bcar-skin furred cap:; 
and all sergeants were ordered to wear red worsted sashes round their 
waists striped with the colour of the regimental facings. 

Officers of this period wore a silver aiguillette upon the right 
shoulder as a badge of rank. 

Black “ spatterdashes ” with black buttons replaced the white 
ones in April, 1749. 

The Clothing Warrant of July Ist, 1751, deals mainly with the 
design of the Grenadier caps, and gives minute particulars of the 
special devices of those of the Royal regiments, and of the “ s i s  
old corps.” The  caps of thirteen different regiments are described. 
T h e  grenadiers of the Highland regiments are (‘ permitted ” to wear 
bear-skin fur caps. 

It is interesting to note that it is here laid down that the motto 
over the white horse on the little flap of the grenadier cap is to be 
(‘ K e c  Aspern Terreat,” whereas in the 1743 Warrant it states that 
the motto shall be that of the regiment. It also states that the 
number of the regiment shnll be on the middle part behind, whereas 
in 1743 it is optional, merely saying that the number of the regi- 
ment ?nay be in figures on the middle part behind.” 

Drummers of Royal regiments are ordered to wear the Royal 
livery, i.e., red; lined, faced, and lapelled on the breast with blue, 
and laced with (‘ Royal Lace,” i.e., blue and yellow. T h e  drummers 
of the other regiments to be clothed in the colour of the facings of 
their regiment, lined, faced, and lapelled with red, and laced as the 
colonel may think fit, but the lace is to be of the same colour as that 
on the soldiers’ coats. 

According to AIorier’s paintings of the uniforms of this period 
in Windsor Castle, when the infantry coat was buttoned across the 
chest, the waistbelt was worn over the coat, but under it when morn 
open, the left skirt hanging over the sword. If in studying these 
pictures, which are of Grenadiers only, the cap is mentally changed 
for a black three-cornered laced hat, and the match-box eliminated 
from the cross-belt and the wings from the shoulders, a very fair idea 
of the uniform of the battalion men of each regiment can be arrived 
at  Cavalry uniform remained much as in 1743, but the saddle-cloths 
were. somewhat smaller, and had square instead of rounded ends. 

By a General Order of December 4th, 1752, it was left optional 
with dragoon regiments whether they had buttons and holes on both 
sides of their double-breasted coats, or only buttons on one side, and 
holes on both, provided all dragoon regiments adopted the same rule. 

Drummers of infantry regiments were ordered to have hanging 
sleeves like those of the Foot Guards, and sergeants’ coats were to 
be lapelled on the breast with the colour of the regimental facings, 
and to have yellow or white buttons and holes, according as the 
officers wore gold or silver lace. 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 73 
There is also a curious note stating that the Royal Regiment 

of Horse Guards, having requested not to have sleeves to their waist- 
coats, but t o  have the value thereof applied towards furnishing them 
with an  extra pair of breeches, His Royal Highness “consented to 
this ”; probably greatly to the advantage of the Royal Horse Guards! 

When a troop of light dragoons was added to each dragoon or 
dragoon guard regiment on April 14th, 1756, a departure from the 
established uniform was authorized. T h e  clothing and cloaks were 
the same as those of the rest of the regiment, but instead of hats, 
leather jockey-caps were ordered to be worn. They were ornamented 
in front with a turned-up peak on which were the Royal cypher and 
crown in brass, and the number and rank of the regiment. Th? cap 
had a brass crest and a horsehair plume, one half red, and the other 
half of the colour of the regimental facing. 

The arms were a carbine 4 feet 3 inches long with a bayonet 
17 inches long; one pistol with a 10 inch long barrel; and a short 
cutting sword, with a 34 inch blade. A tanned leather shoulder-belt 
31 inches wide was worn, and a leather maistbelt and cartouche-bos. >* LVhite leather breeches and light jockey boots with small stiff tops 
completed the costume. These t‘ light troops ” were disbanded in 1779. 

Hitherto the enlistment of Irishmen was forbidden, but the pro- 
hibition was withdrawn in 1756-57. Protestants only were supposed 
to be enlisted, and the j I s t  and GIs t  Regiments were each ordered 
to enlist eighty “ Irish Protestants ”; and the 56th and 58th Regi- 
ments twenty each. It was not until 1799 that the regulation requir- 
ing a recruit to declare himself a Protestant on attestation was 
withdrawn. 

By a General Order of July 31st, 1764, the officers and men of 
the dragoon guards and dragoons were ordered to wear epaulettes 
on the left shoulder instead of shoulder-knots, and to wear light boots. 
Changes were also made in the colour of the waistcoats and breeches 
of several cavalry regiments. 

In 176j officers of dragoons were ordered to use regimental swords 
instead of fusils when the regiments paraded on foot. The  regiments 
were, however, to continue to march with fixed bayonets when reviewed 
on foot by a general officer. 

Firelocks, pistols, and swords were withdrawn from farriers in 
1766, and the drummers of cavalry regiments were only to be armed 
with a sword and pistol. 

On February and, 1766, the grenadiers of the 20th Foot were 
ordered to wear black fur caps, instead of those of cloth hitherto 
worn; this no  doubt as a preliminary to the order of 1768, making 
their adoption general throughout the infantry. 

It is not until 1767 that we for the first time come across definite 
instructions as to the length of the infantry coat. In a document of 
that period it is stated that “ t h e  men’s coats are to  be four inches 
from the ground when kneeling upon both knees, and to  be of an 
equal length quite round.” It  is also laid down that the waistcoats 
of the grenadiers are to have 13 holes and buttons on each side from 
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74 XOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORJf 

the top of the waistcoat to the point of the pocket; the centre rank 
to have eleven holes and buttons, and the remainder twelve. 

I n  1767 all regiments of dragoon guards, dragoons, and light 
dragoons were ordered to wear black gaiters for foot duties, white 
being forbidden ; and no numbers were to be on the buttons of dragoon 
guards, excepting those of the Prince of Wales’ Regiment (3rd 
Dragoon Guards); and the previous order regarding the queuing of 
hair was extended to light as well as heavy dragoons. 

On September 21st, 1767, a Royal Warrant was issued ordering 
the regimental number to appear upon the coat buttons of both 
officers and men, which had hitherto been quite plain. 

Considerable changes in uniform took place in 1768, and the 
Clotfiing Warrant, dated June Sth, goes into much more detail than 
usual, as a check, no doubt, to the abuses and irregularities which 
were gradually creeping in. 

The number of each regiment is ordered to be worn upon the 
buttons of the uniforms of both officers and men, with the esception 
of three regiments of dragoon guards. In these cases the initials 
of their titles are to be on their buttons, instead of their numbers. 

“ Officers’ coats are to be made up in the same manner as those 
of the men. The buttons on the sleeve to be set on lengthways up 
the arm; the sleeves (b., cuffs) not to be slit. 

‘‘ The waistcoats, breeches, and linings of the coats to be of ‘the 
same colour at  what is ordered for the men. 

. “The coats of the officers of dragoon guards, horse, and light 
dragoons may be without lace or embroidery, but if the colonel thinks 
proper, either gold or silver embroidered, or laced, buttonholes are 
permitted.” Here again comes in the discretionary power of the 
colonel, and few records of their decisions exist. 

“ Officers of dragoons are to have either gold or silver, embroid- 
ered or laced buttonholes.” 

Cavalry officers’ waistcoats were ordered to be without lace, and 
to have cross pockets. The officers of the dragoon guards, horse and 
dragoons were ordered to wear gold or silver, embroidered, or laced 
epaulettes with fringe on the left shoulder; while those of the light 
dragoons were to wear one on each shoulder. 

The lapels on the coat to be 3 inches wide; and no wider at the 
top than a t  the bottom. 

The officers’ housings and holster caps were ordered to be laced 
with gold or silver, with a stripe of cloth in the middle, of the same 
colour as those of the men; and with a tassel at the ends of the 
housing and in the centre of the holster-cap; and with a black or 
white bear-skin cover over the pistols. The only esccption to 
this rule were the Queen’s . Light Dragoons (pli), who had 
leopard-skin housings with silver fringe ; and the Prince of Wales’ 
(Ioth), who had black cloth, with a strip of white goat-skin, and 
silver lace. 

Boots with round toes, “and not of a heavy sort,” mere also 
ordered to be worn. 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 75 

Saddles, girths, surcingles, pistols, bits, gloves, and spurs of a 
uniform type were ordered to be worn throughout the cavalry. 

The standard belts were ordered to be of the tolour of the facing 
of the regiment, and to be laced as the housings. 

Crimson silk sashes were worn round the \yaist. 
Officers’ sword belts were ordered to be of mliite or buff-coloured 

leather, according to the colour of the waistcoat, and to have yellow 
or white buckles or  clasps, according to  the buttons of the uniform. 
The  regiments of horse and light dragoons were ordered t o  wear their 
sword-belts over the right shoulder ; those of dragoon guards and 
dragoons to be worn round the waist. 

All officers were ordered to wear cocked hats like those of the 
men, with the esception of those of the light dragoons, who were 
to have helmets; while officers and men alike of the dragoon guards, 
horse, and dragoons were t o  wear black linen gaiters with black 
buttons and small stiff tops, with black garters. The  light dragoons 
to have blacli half-gaiters. 

Distinctions were also made in the uniforms of the warrant and 
non-commissioned officers. The  men’s coats of the dragoon guards, 
horse, and light dragoons were lapelled to the waist, n-ith 
the colour of the regimental facing, with an epaulette on the 
left shoulder for the dragoon . guards; one on each shoulder 
for the light dragoons; no epaulette for either the horse, or  dragoons; 
the latter also to be without lapels on their coats. The  epaulettes 
of the dragoon guards, dragoons, and light dragoons were ordered 
to be of the colour of the facings, with a narrow yellow or white 
tape round it, and worsted fringe; the horse to have red shoulder- 
straps. T h e  coats of all the cavalry were ordered to have long pockcts, 
with cuffs and turn-down capes (Le. ,  “ collars ”) of the colour of the 
regimental facings; to be made in such manner that they may be 
occasionally buttoned up  round the neck. T h e  button-holes to  be of 
very narrow yellow, buff, or  white braid, while those of the horse 
are to  be of plain twist. 

Long hanging sleeves for the kettledrummers, trumpeters and 
hautboys were to be discontinued, and their coats in those regiments 
having blue facings were to be red with blue facings, except those 
of the 1st Horse, which were blue with red facings. 

The  kettledrummers, trumpeters, and hautboys of regiments wear- 
i n g  yellow facings and its different shades, wore similar coloured 
coats with red facings: those with buff facings, similar coloured 
coats with red facings, except the 2nd Queen’s Regiment of Dragoon 
Guards, who had red coats with blue facings. In regiments wear- 
ing white facings the coats mere white with red facings, except in 
the case of the 7th Queen’s Regiment of Dragoons, who wore red 
coats with white facings. Green-faced regiments wore green coats 
with red facings, while those of the 4th Horse and 12th Regiment 
of Light Dragoons, who had black facings, wore buff coats with red, 
and red coats with blue facings respectively. 

The  kettledrummers caps were of black bear-skin in the regiments 
of horse, with a plate in front bearing the King’s arms and trophies 
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76 NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UXIFOR3I 

of colours and kettledrums, and the number of the regiment on the 
hack part. 

All trumpeters were ordered to wear hats with feathers of the 
colour of the facings of their lapels, escept the 4th Regiment of 
Dragoons, who were to  have Moorish turbans. Those regiments 
who had black kettledrummers mere also allowed to wear turbans 
instead of bear-skin caps, but all kettledrummers and trumpeters alike 
were to have swords with scimitar blades. 

The farriers also had a distinctive uniform. The hats of all the 
cavalry were of black felt; three-cornered, and laced with gold or  silver 
lace 1% inches wide, with black cockades, except the Royal North 
British Dragoons, who were ordered to weai black bear-skin caps 
with an ornamented brass plate in front; and the light dragoons, who 
continued to wear helmets. 

The cloaks were red, with collars of the colour of the regimental 
facing. 

The shoulder-belts of the dragoon guards, horse, and dragoons 
were ordered to be 4+ inches wide; while those of the light dragoons 
mere 29 inches wide. The colours to be either buff or white, accord- 
ing to the colour of the waistcoats. T h e  waistbelts were to be 
29 inches wide, but only 19 inches in the light dragoons, and to have 
yellow bucliles or clasps. The regiments of horse were ordered to 
wear cross-belts, and the dragoon guards and dragoons only one 
shoulder-belt ; escept the 8th Regiment, which was permitted to wear 
cross-belts. 

The housings and holster-caps were ordered to be of the colour 
of the regimental facings, laced with one broad white, or yellow 
worsted or  mohair lace, with a stripe in the middle of one-third of 
the whole breadth. The rank of the regiment to be embroidered 
on the housings on red cloth, within a wreath of roses and thistles, 
or the regimental badge. The Icing’s cipher and crown on it, to 
he embroidered on the holster-caps, and under the cipher the number 
and rank of the regiment. 

There were again exceptions to this rule, as  the King’s Dragoons 
and Royal Dragoons were ordered to wear red housings and holster- 
caps; the 4th Regiment of Horse, buff; and the IGng’s, and Queen’s 
Light Dragoons, white. 

The infantry uniform is also described in some detail 
in this Warrant. The  coats are ordered to be lapelled to the 
waist with the colour of the regimental facing, the lapels to 
be not more than 3 inches wide, and the same Gidth from top 
to bottom. The lapels in the case of officers “may b e ”  without 
embroidery or lace, but, if the colonel thinks proper, either gold or 
silver embroidery. or laced button-holes are permitted. There is, I 
think, little doubt that the colonels eagerly availed themselves of this 
latitude! T h e  cuffs were 3& inches deep and made to unbutton and 
let down. The  lapels on the men’s coats were laced with braid of 
the authorized regimental pattern, about & inch wide, round the 
button-holes, but with no border to them. Four loops were on the 
sleeves: four on the pockets, and two on each side of the slit behind. 
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SOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 77 
The battalion officers wore one epaulette, on the right shoulder; 

those of the grenadier company, one on each shoulder; and the maist- 
coats were plain without either embroidery or lace, and with cross 
pockets but no flaps. Officers and sergeants wore crimson sashes 
round the waist, those of the officers being of silk and the sergeants’ 
of worsted with a stripe of the colour of the regimental facing. Those 
regiments which had red facings to have a stripe of white. 

There are most interesting specimens of the embroidered coats 
of this period in the Royal United Service Museum in TVhitehall; 
and also in the London Ifuseuh at Lancaster House. 

The  battalion officers and men all wore black felt three-cornered 
hats; those of the officers being laced with either gold or silver : 
the sergeants’ with silver; and the corporals’ and privates’ with white. 
tape, all 13 inches wide. All also wore black cocliades on their hats. 

The  whole regiment wore black linen gaiters with black buttons 
and small stiff tops, black garters and uniform .buckles. 

Bjttalion officers were ordered to carry espontoons. T h e  grena- 
dier company had as usual a distinctive uniform, and arms. The  
officers were ordered to wear black bear-skin caps, and to have fuzils, 
shoulder-belts and pouches. The shoulder-belts to be either white 
or buff, according to the colour of the waistcoats. The men of the 
grenadier company wore round wings of red cloth on the point of 
the shoulder, with six loops of regimental lace, and a border round 
the bottom. T h e  sergeants carried fuzils and had pouches, while 
battalion sergeants had halberts but no pouches. Corporals were 
distinguished by a silk epaulette on the right shoulder. Shoulder- 
belts mere ordered to be 2% inches wide and waistbelts z inches, and 
to be either white or buff, according to the colour of the waistcoats. 
Buff or white breeches were morn by all ranks, according to regimental 
custom. 

All the sergeants of a regiment, and the whole of the grenadier 
company, were ordered to have swords. T h e  corporals and private 
men of the battalion companies (excepting those of the Regiment of 
Royal Highlanders) to have no swords. All drummers and fifers 
to have a short sword with scimitar blade. 

Pioneers were also ordered to wear a distinctive cap and arms. 
Black neckties were substituted for white throughout the army. 
The manuscript book in the Prince Consort’s Library at  Alder- 

shot, previously referred to, gives useful details of the grenadier 
company’s uniform of every regiment in the army at this period; and 
it is easy to follow the loops and braiding of each regiment. 

The  coats were very much tighter and were hooked down from 
the collar t o  the waist. T h e  skirts were now narrower, and more 
cut away, and black woollen cloth gaiters, with white metal buttons 
and without stiff tops, were substituted for those of black linen worn 
hitherto. 

The 41st Foot is the only kegiment which had no braid on the 
lapels or cuffs. It is shown as wearing dark blue .lapels with nine 
buttons on each, but no  loops. The  grenadiers of the 42nd Foot 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTIOS OF UNIFORAf 7s 
wear the fur cap instead of a feather bonnet, and the usual grena- 
dier coat with a kilt, sporran and plaid stockings ! 

On June 15th, 1754, the powder-horns and bullet-bags of light 
infantry companies were ordered to be laid aside, also the matches 
and matcli-cases and swords of the grenadier companies. Pouch and 
bayonet-belts were ordered to be 2 inches wide; and the flap of the 
pouch to be plain, and to carry j6 rounds of ammunition. 

Leather caps, very similar to those worn by light dragoons, were 
ordered to be worn by light infantry companies, i.e., with a turned-up 
peak, turban, and plume along the crest. A light company was 
added to each line regiment in 1771, and continued until 1860, when 
‘‘ flank companies,” i.e., the “ grenadier ” and ’‘ light companies,” 
were abolished. The former was “ A ” Company and the latter “ H ” 
or other letter, according to the number of companies in the regiment. 
Light companies were trained to skirmish in open order, as all infantry 
do nowadays, and always wore shorter coats and gaiters than the 
grenadier company and battalion men. At this period there were three 
different types of head-dress and uniform in each regiment ! 

On April 28th, 1784, a change was made in the uniform of the 
light dragoon regiments, the Tth, loth, and 11th Regiments having 
been changed from heavy t o  light dragoons on October 21st of the 
previous year. 

I t  was ordered that the uniform should consist of a jacket, shell, 
and under-waistcoat and leather breeches. T h e  jacket and shell (which 
was a sleeveless jacket like a waistcoat with collar) were to be of 
blue cloth, the collar and cuffs of Royal regiments being red, and 
those of other regiments of the colour of the regimental facings. 
They were looped upon the breast and edged with white thread-cord 
and  lined with white, except those of the 11th and 13th Regiments, 
which were lined with buff. T h e  under-waistcoat was of flannel with 
sleeves, and made to be buttoned within the waist-band of the breeches. 
T h e  officers’ “shells” differed from those of the privates in that 
they had sleeves; and the dress uniform was to be in accordance with 
the King’s Regulations of October gth, 1768, but to be of blue cloth 
and faced with regimental colours, except in Royal regiments, which 
were to be faced with scarlet. T h e  looping was to be silver in all 
regiments excepting the 13th, which was to wear gold. There were 
four figures of braid on each breast, consisting of two horizontal lines 
with long loops at the end which were buttoned back diagonally and 
with small loops at  the inner ends, and centre. Black knee-boots were 
worn, and what is known as the “light dragoon helmet” with its bear- 
skin crest. A white leather sword-belt was worn over the right shoulder. 
There is a uniform of this period of the 16th Light Dragoons in 
the Zeughaus in Berlin, which shows that the jacket had twelve 
parallel loops of braid across the breast with loops at  the ends and 
three rows of buttons. The  waistcoat is of a very coarse brownish- 
prey flannel, edged with blue braid. What  the object of the “ shell- 
was is difficult to imagine, since on% would have imagined that a 
sleeved jacket and waistcoat was quite sufficient protection for an 
ordinary mortal. 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM T9 

In  1784 the shoulder-straps of the infantry were ordered to be of 
the same colour as the regimental facings, and  the belt was to be 
worn over the right shoulder by way of cross-belt, instead of round 
the waist as heretofore. Each belt to be of buff leather 2 inches wide 
and the bayonet carriage to slip on and off the belt with two loops. 

In  April, 1786, infantry officers were ordered to lay aside the 
espontoon, and to provide themselves with " a strong, substantial 
uniform sword " with a straight cut-and-thrust blade, 32 inches long. 
The  hilt to  be of either gilt or  silver, according to the buttons on 
the uniform ; and in November, 1786, the cloaks of the light dragoons' 
were changed from red to  blue. In November of the following year 
dragoon-guards and dragoons were ordered for the future to wear 
their swords slung over their coats, and in order to render tiie appear- 
ance of the two belts when worn across the shoulders more uniform, 
the pouch-belt was reduced from 4& inches wide to 3 inches. The 
officers were ordered, when on duty and with their sashes on, to 
wear their swords slung over their uniform, and when off duty and 
without their sashes, to wear them slung over their waistcoats, i .c . ,  
under their coats. 

An Order, of July Gth, 1787, mentions new hats having been 
instituted for cavalry and infantry: I Gin only infer that this has 
reference to the " cocking" of the hats, since I have been unable 
to trace any new type. 

In 1788 the Board of General Officers were asked to make sugges- 
tions as to how the existing *uniforms and equipment might be 
improved, and on May 3 1st they formulated their recommendations. 

The first suggestion was that the hilt of the swords of the dragoon 
guards and dragoons should be of the " half-basket " type with a 
blade 3 feet g inches long; and those of the light dragoons to have 
blades 3 feet long and curved in fhe centre 18 inches from the straight 
line. 

The  15th Light Dragoons was the only regiment which at this 
time wore a helmet, most likely of the same type as  the one in the 
Royal United Service Museum. T h e  Board had under its considera- 
tion the question as  to whether helmets should replace " caps," Le., 
the " light dragoon helmet " ; and they decided in favour of the cap, 

as it has proved to be R good covering.'' They recommended that 
it should be altered by having a peak in front, and that the turban 
should be of the colour of the regimental facings and made so that 
it might be let down round the neck when necessary. T h e  plume 
was also t o  be of the same colour, except in such regiments as had 
white facings, when it was t o  be mixed with red and worn on the 
left side. 

The  crest was ordered to be of bear-skin, and the badges of such 
regiments as had them were to be worn on the right side. Tile peak 
was to be bound with silver-plated metal, and the regimental number 
in similar metal was ordered to be worn on the front of the cap. 

The  carbine and sword-belts of the light dragoons were both 
reduced to 24 inches in width. In the same year the heavy dragoons 
were ordered to wear cross-belts and an epaulette or shoulder-strap 
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80 XOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 

on the right shoulder, uniform with that worn on the left shoulder, 
for holding the sword-belt. Trumpeters of all light dragoon regi- 
ments were ordered in March, 1792, to  wear black bear-skin caps in 
future instead of hats. 

In December, 1793, the crowns of the cocked hats of the infantry 
mere ordered to be reduced to 4 inches in depth and 7 inches diameter, 
the size of brim and form of cocking to remain as heretofore; and 
in the following year it was laid down that the hats of the heavy 
cavalry instead of being laced with gold or silver, mere to be looped 
only with a yellow or white looping, according to the colour of the 
button of each regiment respectively. 

On February Ist, 1796, a siight alteration was made in the infantry 
uniform.’ The  lapels were to  bc continued, as at present, to  the 
waist, but were to be made so as to  button over occasionally, or  to  
clasp cloSe with hooks and eyes all the way down to the bottom. 
The  collar was to be upstanding, instead of lying down as heretofore, 
and an opening was to be left a t  the flap, on the outside of the pocket, 
so as to.admit the hand into it when the lapels were buttoned 017er. 
The  pocket-flaps of the light infantry companies mere to be made 
oblique or slashed. 

In May, 1796, infantry officers were ordered to wear a crimson 
and gold cord round their hats, with crimson or gold rosettes or tufts 
brought to the edge of the brims. T h e  sword-hilts were ordered to 
be of brass, with a grip of silver twisted wire and with a crimson 
and gold striped smord-knot. The gorget was also ordered to  be 
gilt, with the King’s cypher and crown over it, in the middle, and 
to be morn with a ribbon and rosette at each end of the colour of 
the regimental facing. 

Another change in the infantry. uniform was made in May, 1796- 
The coats of all ranks were ordered to be fastened down to the waist, 
by which the sleeved white waistcoat (whicil afterwards became an 
undress garment in the rank and file) was completely hidden. 

The  lapels mere continued down to the waist, with a high stand-up 
collar t o  admit of the large neck cloth then worn. The  jackets of 
the rank and file had ten white metal buttons on the breast on each 
side, about Q inch diameter, and loops of the regimental braid across 
the lapels. 

In November, 1796, new swords and sabres were approved for 
heavy and light cavalry, also black leather pouches to hold twelve 
pistol ball-cartridges, and buff shoulder-belts to carry them. The  
sword-belts and other leathern articles (leather pouches escepted) were 
ordered to be of buff colour for the regiments faced with that colour, 
and white for all others. 

It appears, however, that the officers of some few regiments of 
light dragoons had already supplied themselves with red morocco 
belts, and His Majesty was graciously pleased to permit them to 
wear them out before providing themselves with others in conformity 
with the Order. 

The cavalry uniform underwent certain changes in May, 1796, 
due to the recommendations of the Board. of General Officers- 
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NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 81 

The coats of the heavy cavalry were ordered to be made 
with short skirts, cut so as to clear the seat when on horseback, and 
to be buttoned down to the waist and looped upon the breast in the 
same manner as at present. The cuffs, collars, and turnbacks of the 
skirt to be of the facing of the regiment; the buttons at the side to 
be omitted. 

Instead of the epaulettes hitherto worn, shoulder-straps of the 
colour of the regimental facings were ordered, with red wings edged 
with white cloth and laced; and interlined with iron or brass of suffi- 
cient strength to resist the cut of a sword. 

Red waistcoats were to be worn, with sleeves; and with cuffs 
and collars of the colour of the regimental facings, and plush breeches. 
The cloak was in future ordered to have sleeves. The hats to be 
according to the new pattern, Le. ,  something like a horizontal 
crescent moon, but very high and wide. Stronger boots were 
ordered with round toes and with seams up the front of the leg, 
instead of behind, and with strong, stiff tops cut high up to the point 
of the knee and hollowed out behind to allow of the bend of the leg. 

The officers and quartermaster were ordered to carry their blue 
cloth great coats behind them (when on duty) in a round cloth case, 
and to wear when on duty on horseback a shoulder-belt and small 
pouch for carrying twelve pistol-cartridges. The swords were also 
ordered to be 35 inches long in the blade. The colour of the saddles 
was ordered to be brown, and that of the straps of every kind to be 
black. 

The housings for the men were abolished, but those of the officers 
were ordered to remain as heretofore. The belts of the inen for carry- 
ing the firelock were ordered to be 3 inches wide and to be carried 
over the left shoulder, with a cartouch-box attached to carry thirty 
rounds, The waist-belts for carrying the sword and bayonet were to 
be 24 inches wide. 

The sabres of the light dragoons were ordered to be from 326 inches 
to 33 inches long, measured in a straight line from the hilt to the 
point, but not to exceed the latter measurement. Light dragoon officers 
were ordered to wear scale epaulettes and wings, with great coats 
and shoulder-belts as described for the heavy cavalry. 

The waist-belts of the light cavalry were ordered to be z$ inches 
wide, and the shoulder-belt 24 inches. Light company officers wore 
a curved sword suspended by slings from the shoulder-belt. 

In October, 1797, the coat lapels were done away with in the 
uniforms of the dragoon. guards and infantry of the line; but the 
distinctions of each regiment in the way of putting on the lace and 
buttons were to be preserved, but to be sewn on the coats instead of 
the lapels as heretofore. 

Officers of dragoon guards were ordered to wear short coats 
like those worn by the men when on duty. When off duty, and in 
dress, the existing coats were to be worn. 

Infantry officers when on duty were to wear short coats with 
epaulettes like those of the N.C.O.’S and men, except that they were to 
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82 NOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORXI 

be quite plain and without lace. T h e  existing uniform to, continue 
for '' off duty " and " dress." 

In October, 1797, dragoon regiments were ordered to wear white 
waistcoats ; and blue pantaloons were ordered for light dragoons 
serving in the West Indies, instead of leather breeches. The 10th 
Prince of Wales' Own Regiment of Light Dragoons were allowed to 
deviate from the approved pattern of light dragoon uniform. This 
regiment frequently seems to have been allowed to evade the 
strict letter of the dress regulations, possibly owing to the influence 
of its colonel, the Prince Regent. 

The  coats of the drummers and fifers of the joth, jsth,  64th, 7oth, 
and Sgth Regiments were changed on January  PIS^, 1796, to white 
cloth instead of black, and to have black cuffs, collars and facings, 
and white waistcoats and breeches. A change was also made in 
the feathers worn by the infantry; which were in  future ordered to 
be red and white like the cavalry, for the battalion officers and, men; 
white for the grenadier officers and men; and green for the light 
infantry. 

In October, 1797, Highland regiments were ordered in future to 
wear waistcoats of the same material and malie as those adopted by 
the infantry regiments; and on December 12th, a new pattern jacket 
for light dragoon regiments was authorized. This was of blue cloth 
and only came down to the waist, and was without skirts. The front 
was ornamented with three rows of buttons and twenty double bars 
of narrow.braid, silver for the officers and white for the men; the 
light dragoon helmet, white leather breeches and blacli linee-boots 
remaining as before. Flint-locli muskets were issued to the infantry 
in 1800, weighing, with the bayonet, 11 lbs. 4 ozs. 

The three-cornered hat, so long worn by the soldiers, was abolished 
by general order of February 24th, ISOO, for the infantry, though 
the officers continued to wear it until IS&. By that time it had 
assumed enormous proportions, being GI inches deep in front and 
8 inches behind, and 18 inches from point t o  point. Formerly it had 
been worn square with the shoulders, but later it was worn fore and aft. 
Officers of the light companies were ordered to wear '' the new 
cap," a'nd grenadier officers to wear the cocked hat when their men 
paraded without their dress W ~ S .  Judging from pictures in the 
British Military Library, published about this time, the officers of 
light infantry regiments also wore the new cap. It was cylindrical in 
shape, 7 inches deep, with a peak set on a t  an angle, and was made 
of lacquered felt. On the front was a large brass plate, G inches 
by 4 inches, decorated with trophies of arms, etc., and above it was 
a small blacli cockade with the regimental button in the centre. A 
small red and white plume was worn in the front of the cap, which 
had neither chain nor chin-strap. The plumes in the grenadiers' 
caps were white, and those of the light companies green. 

Epaulettes and shoulder-knots for N.C.O.'S of foot guards and 
infantry were discontinued in July, 1802; and chevrons on the right 
arm were worn instead. In May of the following year they were 
adopted by the cavalry regiments, in fact throughout the army. 
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KOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 83 

A regulation black canvas knapsack was authorized for infantry 
in 1803. Before this “ packs ” were used, some regiments having 
goat-skin, others calf-skin ; some red and some black, according to the 
taste of the colonels. 

It was made 
of felt, with a gilt oval-shaped plate in front with the reversed “ G.R.” 
monogram and surmounted by a crown. The  front, representing a 
turned-up peal;, was higher than the crown, and was bound with 
black braid. Across the front was a plaited cord with tassels on the 
right side. Officers wore crimson and gold cords and tassels; staff- 
sergeants, crimson and silver; and the battalion men, white. Those 
of the light company were green. A red and white plume and small 
black cockade were worn on the left side, the light company having a 
green plume. This 
cap was worn by the infantry until after Waterloo, and was abolished 
in August, 3.815. 

In ISOO privates wore a short jacket, with collar and cuffs of the 
regimental colour. On each side of the breast were ten loops of braid 
about 4 inches long. The  battalion men had small white tufts on the 
ends of the shoulder-straps, which were of the colour of the regimental 
facings. 

Sergeants of flank companies carried swords and fusils on full- 
dress parade. Sergeants of battalion companies had silver-mounted 
malacca canes fastened by a buff leather thong to a button on the 
left breast. 

On September 2jth, 1811, an Order was issued stating that, in 
consequence of the duties to which trumpeters and buglers were 
unavoidably exposed on service and the inconvenience attendant upon 
their loss in action, which is ascribed t o  the marked difference of 
their dress, their clothing may be of the same colour as that worn 
by their respective regiment, and that the distinction which it is 
necessary to preserve between them and the privates may be pointed 
out by the lace. On October Sth of the same year this was estended 
to the cavalry. The light grey cloth jacket hitherto worn by regi- 
ments of light dragoons serving in  the East Indies was replaced by 
blue, similar t o  those worn on home stations. 

On December zqth, ISII ,  a general order was issued making 
considerable alterations in the dress of both cavalry and infantry 
officers. General officers were ordered to wear one aiguillettc on the 
right shoulder instead of epaulettes, and plain hats with the usual 
cord and tassels, with ostrich feathers round the brim. It was also 
laid down that “ No other officer or soldier of any description what- 
soever is to wear white feathers round the brim of the hat; this is 
henceforth to be, considered the esclusive distinction of a general 
officer.” General officers of cavalry wore the cavalry feather with 
the star loop; and general officers of infantry the stand-up infantry 
feather with a scaled loop. 

Officers of heavy cavalry were ordered to wear jackets laced in 
the same manner as those of the privates, and a small sabretachp 
fastened close to the sword-belt in a manner similar to the men’s. 

In 1 8 6  a new cap was authorized for the infantry. 

X chin-strap was noy  worn for the first time. 

F 2  
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XOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 84 
The sash was to be tied on the left side. When at a drawing-room 
or levee they mere to wear long coats with an  niguillette on the right 
shoulder, and a cocked hat with a star loop. 

Officers of light dragoons to wear jackets similar to  the private 
men’s, with epaulettes ; crimson and gold sashes, pouch-belts, and 
sabretaches. 

In parade-dress they were to wear white leather pantaloons and 
hussar boots, with gold or silver binding, according to the lace of 
their uniform, On ordinary duties, or on the march, they were to 
wear overalls of a colour similar to the private soldiers; and a short 
surtout or  great coat, which was calculated to be worn likewise as a 
pelisse on service. 

The  cocked hat for infantry officers was now abolished, except 
when appearing at Court, and they were ordered to wear the cap 
introduced in 1806, similar to that of the men. Their coat was t o  
be similar to that worn by the privates, but to have 1apels.to button 
over the breast and body, and with very short skirts and grey trousers. 
Grey cloth great coats were instituted for the men in 1801, and infantry 
officers were now ordered to  wear them. They were .to have stand- 
up collars, a cape on the shoulders and regimental buttons. Officers 
of regiments employed on foreign service were to wear grey panta- 
loons, or overalls, with short boots, or with shoes and gaiters like 
the privates. 

Field officers of fusiliers and light corps, also captains of flank 
companies who had brevet rank of field officers, were ordered to wear 
wings, in addition to epaulettes. 

Since 1768 the coats of both cavalry and infantry had been 
gradually shortened and the skirt cut away in front. They were 
now worn open at the top to allow the shirt frill to show, but mere 
fastened about half way down the chest, whence they were gradually 
cut away to the bottom of the skirts, which were narrow and turned 
back on each side to show the white lining. The jackets of the light 
infantry companies and regiments had very short skirts, only a few 
inches long. 

The light dragoon helmet worn since 1784 was in 1811 replaced 
by a black felt shako, 8 inches deep by 1 1  inches diameter at the 
top, trimmed with a band of white or yellow braid round the top 
for the men, and with gold or silver lace for the officers. It had a 
peak in front and a short red and white plume. 

In 1814 the privates wore single-breasted red cloth jackets laced 
across the breast with square-headed loops of regimental lace, 4 inches 
long, set on singly or in pairs, according to the regimental custom. 
The  jackets were laced round the collar which was worn open to 
show the shirt frill. T h e  shoulder-straps were laced up the  sides, and 
had white woollen shoulder-tufts. In the flank companies the shoulder- 
straps terminated with red cloth wings, trimmed with bars of reg& 
mental lace, and edged with an overhanging white worsted fringe. 
A General Order of November goth, 1814, left it optional with the 
coloneIs to  adopt the edging; and stated that no objection would be 
raised if it met with the approbation of the colonel. 
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T h e  sergeants were dressed like the privates, but in finer cloth, 
having the chevrons of their rank on the arm which, together with 
their coat lace, was of fine white tape. Their sashes were of crimson 
worsted, with a stripe of the regimental facing colour. They  carried 
a straight sword in a shoulder-belt, with a brass breast-plate. Their 
other weapon was a halberd, a plain steel spearhead with a cross-bar, 
not unlike the officer’s espon toon, the battle-axe-headed halberd having 
been abandoned in 1792. The coats of the Royal Waggon Train were 
altered from blue to red, but this was the only change made in their 
uniform. 

In August, 1815, a new pattern cap was introduced for the infan- 
t‘y. I t  was of felf, 7) inches deep and bell-shaped, being 1 1  inches 
diameter at the top, with gilt or silver chin-scales to’be fastened up 
in front, below a black cockade. A gilt or silver star, 34 inches high 
and 36 inches wide, was worn in front, and a patent leather peak. 
A band of 2& inches gold or silver lace, oak-leaf pattern, .encircled 
the top, with a band of 4 inch vellum regimental lace round the 
bottom. A large upright white feather, 12 inches long, mas worn 
in front, the light Companies having a green feather and a bugle 
badge. T h e  grenadiers still retained their bear-skin caps with a gilt 
plate and leather peak in front, and  with gold or silver tassels for 
the officers and  white or yellow for the men. 

Instead of the breeches and pantaloons hitherto worn by the 
cavalry, overalls of either “ dark-grey. ” or ‘‘ blue-grey,” with lace of 
the regimental colour on the outward seam, were substituted. It was 
left to the discretion of the colonel which tint of grey was adopted. 

Certain changes were made in the infantry cap in June, 1816, 
aiz, “ O n  the caps of officers of the line the badges or devices are 
to be placed or inserted on the plate above the number of the regi- 
ment, which must not, however, be increased in size in consequence 
of this addition. T h e  inscriptions which regiments are allowed to  
use as commemorative of actions in which they have been engaged 
are to be expressed on a narrow plate which is  to be placed on the 
scaled loop under the cockade. T h e  caps of the N.C.O.’S and privates 
of the line a re  to be without any badge, device, or  inscription. The 
officers, N.C.O.’S and privates of light infantry corps, or companies, 
and the rifle brigade are to wear a small bugle-horn only, in front 
of their caps, with the number of the regiment on the cockade, and 
with the number of the battalion in the case of the rifle brigade.” 

The  cocked hat for infantry full-dress, when at  Court or on any 
other occasion, was abolished on June zoth, 1816; and it was ordered 
to be repIaced by the regimental cap. 

At this period a regiment on parade must have presented a some- 
what variegated appearance. Let us take for example the 54th Foot, 
though, with the exception of the facings, it would not differ much 
from any other infantry regiment. The officers wore scarlet double- 
breasted coats with light green facings and silver lace on the collar, 
cuffs, and lapels (when they were shown). T h e  men wore dull red 
single-breasted coats with striped tape thereon, and green cuffs and 
collars, also ornamented with the regimental braid. The drum-major 
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S6 SOTES ON THE EVOLUTION OF UNIFORM 

and drummers wore reversed colours, Le., green coats with red facings. 
The grenadiers had bear-skin caps, the rest of the -regiment wearing 
shakos. T h e  grenadiers had white plumes, the battalion companies 
red and white and the light company green. Both officers and men 
of the flank companies wore wings; while in the battalion companies 
the officers wore epaulettes, and the men white woollen tufts on the 
ends of the shoulder-straps. T h e  men all wore white breeches and  
long black gaiters; the officers grey trousers. To relieve any mono- 
tony in these arrangements the bandsmen were clothed in sliy-blue 
cossack trousers, white jackets worn open over red waistcoats, and 
lancer caps! It  is true that the flank companies were always kept 
on the flanks, and not allowed to appear in different parts of the 
line a t  differen‘t times, but to accomplish this it must have necessi- 
tated some remarkable complications in drill, possibly, no doubt, a 
joy in themselves to the military chiefs! 

Between 1811 and 1822 the changes in cavalry uniform mere more 
marked than those of the infantry. 

The heavy dragoons wore red jackets with very short tails turned 
back on each side with the colour of the regimental facings, and laced 
across the chest and with one row of buttons down the centre. Large 
cocked hats with a red and white plume, white breeches and black 
knee boots. The officers wore gold or silver epaulettes according to 
the regimental lace, and the men had red wings on their shoulders. 

In 1815 the buttons were removed from the jacket, and instead 
of the horizontal bars of lace on the chest, two wide vertical bands 
of regimental lace were substituted. Grey-blue trousers with a broad 
red stripe down the outward seam and ankle boots were worn, and  
a black leather helmet with a brass crest and plate in front, with a 
long horsehair tail hanging down behind and a small horsehair tuft 
a t  the front of the crest. Both officers and men wore white leather 
gauntlets. Light dragoons wore short blue jacliets with very short 
and narrow skirts and with very wide lapels of the colour of the 
regimental facings. BIue-grey trousers with stripes of the colour of 
the regimental facings up the outward seams ; felt shakos, bell-shaped, 
with red and white plumes, and cap lines. 

In review order white leather breeches and knee boots were worn. 
The conversion of the 7th, Ioth, Igth, and  18th Light Dragoons 

into hussars in 1803-1806, and of the gth, ~ a t h ,  16th, and 17th into 
lancers in 1816-1822, introduced two new uniforms into the army. 

The hussar uniform was supposed to be copied from t h e  Hungarian 
cavalry, and  that of the lancers from Poland. 

The hussars had an  extremely handsome uniform consisting of 
a blue jacket reaching to the waist, with collar and cuffs of the colour 
of the regimental facing, heavily braided with silver or gold and with 
three rows of buttons. Over this was worn a pelisse, or  “hanging 
jacket,” of the Same colour and similarly braided and edged all round, 
as well as on the ‘cuffs, with fur. There were three rows of buttons 
on the right and two on the left side of the pelisse. The buttons 
and bars of lace were placed as close together as possible. LTnder 
the jacket a scarlet embroidered waistcoat was worn. A crimson and 
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gold barrelled sash and a gold or silver cross-belt were worn. The 
head-dress consisted of a black shako 8 inches deep by 1 1  inches 
diameter at the top with a broad band of lace round it, a “ wheel” 
in front and a white vertical plume, and gilt or silver cheek-scales. 
White ibuck-skin breeches and black knee boots with gold or silver 
edging and tassels and white gloves completed the costume. 

In 1808 dark fur busbies replaced the shako, with a scarlet bag 
and red and white plume; and these again gave way to  shakos in 
1812. 

When lancers were instituted in the army their uniform was very 
similar to that which they previously wore as light dragoons, the chief 
difference being in their head-dress. The cuffs, collar, and lapels in 
the jacket were of the colour of the facings, but they had (L distinctive 
braiding on the CUES and collar. The  cap was very large, being 
I I  inches deep with n top 10 inches square. Their girdle mas crimson 
and gold; and grey-blue trousers with two stripes of the regimental 
facings up the outside seams were worn, and white gloves. 

Leggings for infantry were abolished in 1S20, when trousers were 
instituted. 

The  method of wearing the hair has been the subject of regula- 
tions from time to time. From 1702-1714 the long, flowing peruke 
was the order of the day, and from then “tie wigs,” “ bob wigs,” 
and the “ Ramilies t ie” mere in vogue. ‘‘ Bob wigs ” were forbidden 
for officers in 1754. On September rjth, 17j6, all N.C.O.’S and men 
were ordered to wear their hair clubbed, and this is shown in Daye’s 
series of sketches; though some soldiers are shown wearing their queues 
curled up like the letter “ S.” 

-An Order of. April zoth, 1770, laid it down that the hair was “ t o  
be plaited and turned up lxhind with a black ribbon or tape, three- 
quarters of a yard long and with a bow-knot at the tye. Those men 
who have their hair so short that it will not plait, must be provided 
as soon as possible with a false plait.” In the Royal United Service 
RIuseum there is a grenadier’s cap with the queue sewn on the back, 
so that both could be donned at  once! 

In 1799 officers and men of infantry mere ordered to wear their 
hair queued : to be tied a little below the upper part of the collar 
of the coat, and to be 10 inches long, including I inch of hair to 
appear below the binding. When queues were worn by the centre 
companies, .grenadiers and light companies wore their hair “ clubbed.” 
In 1760 hair powder was only used by the men on’Sundays and at 
reviews, and it was abolished in July, 1795. Officers, however, 
continued its use until 1808, when it finally, and fortunately, 
disappeared. 

In 1804 the queue was ordered to be 7 inches long, bound with 
ribbon, but without a bow at the top, but it was abolished in August, 
1805, and the hair was ordered to be cut short in the neck. 

I have now brought these rough notes down to the time when the 
dress regulations were first published in their present form. Since 
then it is a comparatively easy matter to trace the changes in uniform 
by comparing the numerous editions of the regujations ; but although 
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the general lines are clearly laid down, there still remained a strong 
inclination for regimental distinctions which were absolutely unautho- 
rized, and it is here that the student of military antiquities finds most 
scope. 

Considerations of space have prevented my going fully into the 
changes in uniform of such corps as the Household Cavalry, the 
Royal Marines, the Royal Engineers, and the Rifle Brigade. T h e  
various uniforms of the 60th Rifles have been efficiently dealt with 
in their regimental records published in 1913, and those of the Royal 
Artillery in Captain hlacdonald’s admirable work. 

After all, this paper merely amounts to a classification of notes 
made in the perusal of a vast number of documents in the Public 
Record Office and the War Office Library, and my only hope is 
that it may be found useful to those interested in this engrossing 
study : the periods from 1660-1742 and 1795-1820 having always been 
looked on as the most obscure in details of military uniform. 
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